equal interest is the relation of Sidney and Lan-
guetto the intellectual and social life of the age
and to each other. Men of different nations, speech,
and tradition, these friends were first drawn to-
gether through a consciousness of common inter-
ests transcending local differences. The way for
such intercourse between Englishmen, French-
men, Germans, and Italians, first opened by the
institution of chivalry and the church,had beenfur-
ther prepared by the gradual extension through-
out Europe of common intellectual interests, by
a common ideal of culture, and, above all, by a
common medium of intercommunication, Latin,
as the ancient bond uniting learned Europe, and
transformed by the Renaissance from ecclesias-
tical to secular uses, was the tie permitting such
friendship as that between Languet and Sidney,
which the babel of modern tongues rentiers more
difficult. Now such relations between foreigners
are exceptional; then they were customary and
characteristic Society became cosmopolitan, ami
a traveller found himself welcomed wherever
he went When Sidney visited Italy, lie carried
with him many letters of introduction, and Lan-
guet encouraged him to keep up a correspond-
ence with those whose acquaintance lie had al-
ready formed in Vienna and elsewhere, It was
at once honourable and useful to maintain epis-
tolary relations with foreigners. Correspondents
in the several capitals of Europe were important
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